



MATHON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE ANNUAL PARISH COUNCIL MEETING

Held on Thursday 7th MAY 2026 at 7.45 pm in Mathon Parish Hall 
Present:-     Cllr S Harte, Cllr M Meir, Cllr M Malsbury, Cllr C Green, Cllr P Davies, Cllr K Perkins 
In attendance:  Mrs D Taylor (Clerk), Mr D Baldwin (Malvern Hills Trust) 
1 member of the public attended the meeting 

Election of Chairman – Cllr S Harte was elected Chairman.  Proposed by Cllr C Green and seconded by Cllr K Perkins.  The Chairman signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office & Code of Conduct.

Apologies for absence :    Ward Cllr Helen Heathfield, Mr Chris Rouse (MHT)  

Election of Vice-Chairman – Cllr C Green was elected Vice-Chairman.  Proposed by Cllr M Malsbury and seconded by Cllr P Davies     
DECLARATIONS OF ANY DISCLOSABLE PECUNIARY INTERESTS (DPI) or other DISCLOSABLE INTERESTS falling within the terms of para 12(4)(b) of the Code of Conduct – No Declarations made.
Written Requests from Councillors for the Council to Grant a Dispensation (S33 of the Localism Act 2011)  -  No requests had been received by the Clerk relating to any items on the present Agenda 
The Chairman adjourned the Meeting for Public Question Time/Participation.  
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
(a)
Public questions – none 
(b)
Malvern Hills Trust – Mr Dave Baldwin reported that the Parliamentary Select Commitee has now published its report, which is available to read on the MHT website.  The Bill is now in the hands of MP’s in the Commons.    A very serious fire incident took place on 2nd May between St Ann’s Well and the Worcestershire Beacon, just before 5.0 pm.  Thanks to the crew of Hereford & Worcester Fire & Rescue Service for bringing this under control by around 6.30 pm but not leaving the site until around 9.0 pm.  Fortunately, heavy rain followed shortly after this, and helped to complete the task of the firefighters.  There was no obvious source of the fire, and the path above the fire acted as a natural fire break.  The Trust is urging visitors to the hills not to use portable barbeques, or leave cigarette ends/bottles or anything which might start a fire.   Trust Rangers are still finding these potential fire hazards lying around on the hills.  Annual Concessionary annual passes for local residents from 5 May will be £8.00 and £59 per annum for residents outside the levy area.  Four drop in sessions for people to engage with the Trust and leave feedback are being organised – dates on the MHT website. 

(c)
Herefordshire Ward Councillor  -  No Report 
(d)
CSO/West Mercia Police –  No crime to report  
The Chairman re-opened the Meeting 
27/26
FOOTPATHS  

The Clerk reported that she had received a purchase order from Herefordshire Council to the value of £1,314 under the PROW part of the Lengthsman Scheme.  The first £876 of works carried out would be fully funded by Herefordshire council and can be claimed back in full.  After that, works carried out would be split 50/50 between Herefordshire council and Mathon PC up to £876.  Anything over £1,314 would be fully funded by Mathon PC.  The Council still needed to find a suitably qualified lengthsman to carry out footpaths work, and there could be restrictions during the bird nesting season.   
28/26
STANDING ORDERS
The Council noted the NALC Model Standing Orders 20225 (adopted on 6th May 2025)   
29/26    CODE OF CONDUCT
The Council noted the updated LGA Model Code of Conduct 2020 (adopted on 16th May 2023) 
30/26
FINANCIAL REGULATIONS 
The Council noted the Financial Regulations 2024 (adopted 2nd July 2024).  
31/26
RISK ASSESSMENT
The Council approved the Risk Assessment schedule prepared by the Clerk (which had been circulated to Cllrs).  Included in this schedule was insurance cover due for renewal at the end of May 2026.
 Proposed by Cllr M Malsbury and seconded by Cllr S Harte.
32/26
ANNUAL INSURANCE REVIEW
The Council approved the annual insurance renewal quote of £264.00 from Zurich Insurance for 2026/27 as there was no increase from the previous year.   Proposed by Cllr S Harte and seconded by Cllr C Green.  The Clerk to check the excess figure. 
33/26
APPOINTMENTS TO OUTSIDE BODIES
(a)
Parish Council Member – Mathon Parish Hall Committee.  Cllr S Harte was proposed by Cllr C Green and seconded by Cllr P Davies.    
(b)
Mathon Parish Council representative on the Malvern Hills Trust – Mr David Baldwin was 
appointed at the Council Meeting held on 5th September 2023 for a further extension to run from 
November 2023 to November 2027. 

34/26 
MINUTES    

The Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 5th March 2026 were approved and signed.  Proposed by Cllr S Harte and seconded by Cllr P Davies.  The Minutes of the Planning Meeting held on 7th April 2026 were approved and signed.  Proposed by Cllr S Harte and seconded. by Cllr M Meir.  
35/26 
MATHON PARISH HALL   - nothing to report at the moment.
36/26
MATHON PC WEBSITE 
The Clerk reported that the new .gov PC website was now up and running.  The Clerk and Cllrs had been given new .gov e-mail addresses to use for all future e-mail correspondence. 
37/26    GRANTS/DONATIONS  2026/27 
The Council approved the first half payment of the graveyard maintenance grant of £700 to PCC Mathon.

Proposed by Cllr K Perkins and seconded by Cllr C Green.   

38/26     FINANCE  

The following payment of Accounts as per cheque list signed by the Chairman (attached to the Minutes) was approved.  Proposed by Cllr P Davies and seconded by Cllr M Malsbury :-  

(a)
D W Taylor - Clerk’s Salary -  April/May 2026 - (PAYE deducted)  –  £603.00 

             (new salary scale SCP 29) 
(b)
Eyelid Productions – Set up & development of PC .gov website - £650.00

(c) 
Duffy Regan & co – Audit Fee for 2025/26 Accounts - £60.00
(d)
Zurich Municipal – Parish council insurance 2026/27  - £264.00 
(e)
PCC Mathon – first half of graveyard grant 2026/27 - £700.00 

(f)
For information – Lloyds Bank Charges – 10/02/26 – 09/03/26 - £11.00 

(g) 
Consider & Approve Year End Accounts to 31st March 2026 -  the Accounts as audited by Duffy Regan & Co were approved.  Proposed by Cllr M Malsbury and seconded by Cllr P Davies.  (These were signed and dated by the Clerk & Chairman).

39/26
APPROVAL OF ANNUAL AUDIT RETURN FOR ACCOUNTS TO 31st MARCH 2025

(as an exempt authority)

(a)
The Council resolved that as the income or expenditure of the Council was less than £25K p/a the 
Council met the criteria to be considered an “Exempt” Authority and did not have to forward a 
return to the External Auditors.  Proposed by Cllr C Green and seconded by Cllr S Harte.    
However, the Certificate of Exemption to be sent to the External Auditors PFK Littlejohn 
LLP.

(b)
Annual Internal Audit Report 2024/25 (signed by Internal Auditor – Duffy Regan & Co)

(c)
Section 1 – Annual Governance Statement (signed by Chairman & Clerk)


Proposed by Cllr C Green and seconded by Cllr P Davies   

(d)
Section 2 – Annual Accounting Statement (signed by the Chairman & Clerk)


Proposed by Cllr K Perkins and seconded by Cllr C Green 
The Clerk set the commencement date for the exercise of public rights – which would be from Wednesday 3rd June through to Tuesday 14th July 2026. 

40/26
HIGHWAYS 
(a) 
Blocked Culvert along West Malvern Road –  (Ref FS Case 595345623)  - still very silted up.  
   
 
This has been reported to the Land Drainage Team.   Ward Cllr Helen Heathfield is chasing this      .             up.  It has been reported to the land drainage team.
(b)      Flooding across the road near to Brook House – the Clerk had reported this to Highways Ref: 


Ref: FS Case 658097597.  Some work has been done.   Clerk has asked Highways for an update.
(c) 
Pot holes near to Rook Row.  Cllr C Green reported that some of the work had been done. 
(d)      Narrow road full of potholes from Hackney Cross to B4220.  (Ref: 11206270). The Clerk had

     chased Highways for an update – but so far no response
(e) . 

(e)
Any other Highway issues – Cllr P Davies reported major potholes at the top of Southend Lane and  in Harcourt Road.  Clerk/Chairman to liaise and report these to Highways 
41/26
CORRESPONDENCE  -  all relevant correpndence had been e-mailed to Cllrs 

42/26
NEXT MEETING DATE – Thursday 2nd July at 7.30 pm.  (Chairman to confirm the availability of the hall)

Other future meeting dates in 2026 – 3rd September and 5th November. 

Signed ....................................................................          Chairman 

Date:    ...................................................................

a.      Narrow road full of potholes from Hackney Cross to B4220.  Ref: 11206270.  the Clerk had asked     Highways for an update 
